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Sinapse Sheetfed Simulators used alongside 
Heidelberg presses in World Skills Competition 
 

April 22, 2009 - The WorldSkills Competitions, held every two years, offer the 

chance for skilled craftsmen and women from all fields (nursing to printing to 

landscape gardening) to compete and win recognition as the “best” in their field.   

44 countries have national competitions to select the contestants who will 

compete in WorldSkills. 

 

The next of these Skills Olympics will be held in Calgary from September 1-7, 2009, and 

is expected to attract 200 000+ attendees. 14 countries are currently sending competitors 

for the print competitions.  Naturally, such competitions demand a realistic working 

environment and a “level playing field” for all contestants.  In the past, all print 

competitions used real presses which had to be transported, set up, and reset to perfect 

after each use. 

 

This year, in order to allow all contestants more “printing time” and to be able to assess a 

wider range of skills, the competition will use two Heidelberg presses and five SHOTS 

Sheetfed Training Simulators from Sinapse Print Simulators. The SHOTS simulator 

won the prestigious PIA/GATF InterTech award as innovative technology when it was 

first released, and has now reached a new level of industrial acceptance with its inclusion 

in the Skills Olympics. While there is nothing new about using simulators to train and 

evaluate operators (flight simulators, etc), they have now taken their place in the print 

world. 

 

Willem de Zanger, head of the printing section of the WorldSkills competition said, “We 

feel that by including the SHOTS simulator, we give the contestants a greater chance to 

demonstrate their abilities, and provide more “printing” time than we could do by only 

using a press.  In addition, the simulators are less costly to run, quicker to prepare 

between contests and provide “production costs” that are objective measurements which 

are the same for all contestants.  We would never want to run the contests using only 

simulators, but they give us an opportunity to expand our range of competence 

evaluation. 

 

“In addition, we can let visitors try their skills on a “demonstration” version of the 

simulator, something that would not be possible with a real press.” 

 

Peter Herman, President of Sinapse added, “We are pleased to have reached this level 

of recognition, and both Willem and Heidelberg have made very useful suggestions 

about additional features which will make the evaluation procedure even more realistic.  

We currently have more than 500 Sheetfed simulators installed around the world and  

PRESS INFORMATION  
COMMUNIQUE DE PRESSE  
PRESSEMITTEILUNG 
 



  

SINAPSE Print Simulators 
Bâtiment Epicure – Les Algorithmes - 91194 SAINT AUBIN CEDEX – France 

Tél. : +33 (0)1.69.35 54 00 - Fax : +33 (0)1.69 35 07 15 – e-mail : info@sinapseprint.com 

S.A.S. au capital de 419 400 Euros - RCS. EVRY B 432 377 604 - TVA Intra. FR 33 432 377 604 - NAF : 5829C 

 

 

expect to double that in the next couple of years.  We look forward to working with 

WorldSkills Calgary 2009, and possibly taking this further in London in the 2011 

WorldSkills event.” 

 

ENDS 

 

For Sinapse Print Simulators & SHOTS information contact info@sinapseprint.com or 

visit the official web site for WorldSkills at: http://tinyurl.com/ccuf2s 
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Editors Note: High resolution logo files are available for publication from info@sinapseprint.com 

 

 

The new logo for Sinapse Print 
Simulators (formerly known as Sinapse 
Graphic International).  
 
 

 

The logo of the International World Skills 
Competition 2009. For more information see : 

www.worldskills2009.com 

 

 

The logo of Sinapse Print Simulators 
„SHOTS‟ Sheetfed Offset Training 
Simulator. For more information on SHOTS 

email info@sinapseprint.com 
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